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SING, conscious Muse, the torch, whose friendly rays, 
To joys of love, each night, supplied their blaze; 
Sing too, the wanderer o er the fearful tide, 

Who, spite of danger, sought his lovely bride ; 

The secret marriage, whose clandestine rite 

Was ne er discover'd to the morning's light. 

Tell where Abydos, tell where Sestos stands; 

Tell Hero, nightly bound in marriage bands. 

E'en now I see Leander's arm, that broke 


The threatening billows, with its nervous stroke; 
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THE LOVES OF HERO AND LEANDER. 


The hanging lamp, that call'd to love away, 
Whose pleasures shunn'd the intrusive eye of day; 
The hanging lamp, whose simple gleam was shed, 
Sole grace of Hero's hymeneal bed; 

Which Jove, in recompense, should place above, 
A constellation dedicate to love! 

That oft, with kindest offices assuaged 

Those pangs, which in Leander's bosom raged : 


A faithful messenger, that lent its aid 


To bless the nuptials of the Sestian maid; 
Till rose the wind, whose fury swept away 


The friendly influence of its guiding ray. 


Ah! sing the blast, that quench'd at once in night 

The daring lover, and the trembling light. 
Where old Abydos frown'd upon the flood, 

The towers opposed of lofty Sestos stood. 

The neighbouring walls on either shore arose, 


Where Hellespont's impetuous current flows. 


But Love, who scorns the ocean's power to part, 


Through the two cities sent one forceful dart; 
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A youthful pair he struck, that own'd his flame, 
And gain'd two victims with a single aim. 
Leander's beauties were Abydos' boast, 

And Hero's charms gave grace to Sestos' coast: 
Each for the other form'd! in either town, 
Above their peers, as brightest stars they shone. 
Stranger! if eer thy steps should tread that land, 
Inquire the tower, where Hero oft would stand, 
And rear the torch high o'er the deep abyss, 
To guide her lover to the shore of bliss. 
Inquire the passage, where the torrent brawls, 
And surges whiten round Abydos' walls ; 
That now, perchance, in gentler waves may move, 
To mourn Leander's fate, and faithful love. 
But say, how he, that in Abydos dwelt, 
The powerful influence of her beauty felt ; 
Say how he tried the maiden s love to gain, 
And in her bosom raise a mutual pain. 


The beauteous Hero drew her race from Jove, 


A virgin priestess of the queen of love: 
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Where o'er the sea the turret rears its head, 
Far from the world retired, her life she led: 
Sequester d deep in solitude, she knew 


No noisy dancers, and no festive crew; 


But dwelt conceal'd, the fairest of her race, 


Another Goddess of the sacred place. 


Discreet, and modest, ne'er she join'd the throng, 
Where jealous weakness points detraction's tongue: 
For all the sex, when beauty is the theme, 
Another's praise, their own dishonour deem. 


But Cytherea still with hymns she praised, 


And Cupid's altars with her incense blazed. 


Nor hymn, nor incense, could secure her heart 

Free from the flame of Love's all conquering dart: 
For now approach d the festal day, that bore 

The pious votaries from each neighbouring shore; 
From every land, to grace the pomp, they came, 
Sacred to Venus' and Adonis' name. 

From Thrace's cloud-topt mountains, bare, and steep, 


From Cyprus, too, that rises from the deep. 
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No lively female longer could remain 

In the fair towns that graced Cythera's plain; 

No dancer linger'd where the cedars spread, 

On aromatick Lebanon their shade. 

No youth, whose heart to beauty s influence beat, 

But flew, with joy, the accustom'd day to greet ; 

Eager to follow, at the cheerful call, 

Where'er was heard the sound of festival. 

The pressing crowds towards the temple move, 

Some by religion led, but more by love: 

For not 80 numerous those, who haste to pour 

Their welcome offerings to the sacred store, 

As those, whose vows and youthful prayers belong 

To female graces, and the virgin throng. 
Now while fair Hero leads the pious train, 

Her eye's bright radiance sparkles through the fane. 

As when the moon, chaste mistress of the night, 

Sheds all around a clear, yet modest, light. 

The ruddy blushes on her cheeks that glow, 


Fade in the whiteness of surrounding snow; 
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As pale the edges of the rose are seen, 

When the bud breaks from the encircling green. 
And as she treads, beneath her vestments clear, 
The mingled flowers in varied tints appear. 

So, o'er her dress, while sportive fancy stray'd, 
A bower of roses seem'd the beauteous maid. 
Ease flows in all her limbs.—In ancient days, 
Three Graces only claim'd the meed of praise ; 
Who fix'd their numbers thus, had never seen 
The beauteous servant of the Cyprian queen : 
For in her eyes, where smiles and pleasure dance, 
A hundred graces brighten every glance. 

Ah! wisely Venus such a priestess chose, 

Who far beyond her sex in beauty rose; 

Who, as another Goddess, seem'd to shine, 


And, while she worshipp'd, was herself divine! 


Fired with her charms, no youth but own d his pain, 


No youth but strove the virgin's love to gain; 


Nor saw her move, but panted to enjoy 


Such matchless beauty, in a nymph so coy. 
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As through the admiring crowd, with pious haste, 
To deck the altar's splendid pile she pass'd, 

Each thought abstracted from devotion fled, 

Each heart but follow'd where the senses led. 
While mid the band, distinguish'd from the rest, 
Some wondering youth his fond surprise express d. 
© Yes! I have been, ere now, on Spartan ground, 
Where beauty's worth with praises due is crown'd; 
* But none with Hero ever could compare, 

* So young, so diffident, and yet so fair! 

* Now may the Goddess boast, nor boast in vain, 
A younger Grace attendant in her train. 

Long have I gazed upon her charms, but still 
My aching eyes will never gaze their fill. 

Ah, were she mine for but one happy day, 

* Wrapt in her arms, I'd breathe my soul away, 
And view, unenvious, bless d with Hero's love, 
The Olympian mans1ons of the gods above. 

Ah Venus! if my vows thou wilt not hear, 


Nor give thy priestess to my ardent prayer, 
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THE LOVES OF HERO AND LEAN DER. — 


Vet grant me this at least, whene'er I wed, 

That such a nymph may grace my nuptial bed. 
Thus spoke the youth; while others felt their woe 
In silence rankle, and in silence grow. 

But O Leander! when the virgin bright, 

First struck thy eyes, and charm'd thy ravish'd sight : 
Upon thy breast no sad concealment prey'd, 

No doubts increased the wound that Love had made. 
For when the rising flame began to impart 

Its unresisted influence to thy heart, 

Eager to gain the prize, thou would'st not prove 
The pains of life, deprived of Hero's love! 

On her bright glances, kindling soft desire, 

Love wing'd his flight, and fann'd the growing fire; 
And, ah, more surely beauty deals the blow, 

Than the keen arrow from the bended bow : 

Beauty, that first the roving eyes wil find, 

That charms the sense, and fixes on the mind! 
Boldness, and hope, arise, and shame, and fear ; 


High beats the heart, and struggles in the snare ; 
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Swift o'er the cheek the mantling blushes spread 
At Love's command the mantling blushes fade; 
And Love, too powerful for concealment grown, 
Inspires the breast with courage all his own. 
Approaching nearer now with gentlest grace, 
Confess'd the suitor stands before her face; 

The sidelong glance his eyes expressive dart; 

His looks, his smiles assail the virgin's heart. 


The artful maid perceives his bosom's pain, 


Pleased with the charms that such a conquest gain; 


Her face though oft to turn away she tries, 


Her blushes tell the truth her look denies: | 


And vain the averted look ! the smile would speak 


Her secret wishes on her dimpled cheek: 

So, when she turn'd again complacent round, 
Leander felt his breast with rapture bound, 
To see her suffer with a mutual pain, 

Mark all his cares, nor mark them with disdain. 
And now he watch d the hour with eager eye, 


When scarce the sunbeams linger d in the sky, 
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When in the west, pale harbinger of night, 

The star of eve faint glimmer'd on the sight; 

And as the shadows lengthen'd on his view, 

To the fair maid the advent'rous lover drew. 

Her roseate hand, with warmth he softly press'd, 
While the deep sigh burst, struggling, from his breast. 
The bashful nymph, with feign'd displeasure fired, 
Silent and coy her roseate hand retired. 
But, when the tokens of her mutual flame, 

Her smiles, and signals to his memory came; 

On her bright robe his bolder hand he laid, 

And to the altar drew the timid maid. 
Doubtful, and slow, her steps disguised but ill 

The soft compliance of her yielding will; 

For still she follow'd where her lover led, 


Murmur'd, and smiled, resisted, and obey d, 


And with such threats as maidens oft employ, 
She chid the boldness, that she saw with joy. 


What madness, stranger, has possess'd thy mind ? 


Quit thy rude grasp, nor hold me thus confined ;— 
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Beware the vengeance of my father's hate, 
And dread the rage thy rashness may create; 
Nor let thy hands, unhallow'd, dare disgrace 
The sacred servant of this holy place; 
Nor let thy headstrong passions thus invade 
The chaste seclusion of a spotless maid. 
As from her lips this gentle menace flew, 
The yielding signals of consent he knew, 
(For when in threats and borrow'd frowns, the fair 
Repel the youth, and chide his amorous. care ; 
The threat, so utter'd, serves but to reveal 
The struggling truth it labours to conceal;) 


Then, soft reclining on her fragrant breast, 


His eager lips the ardent kiss impress'd: 
And, as around her graceful form he hung, 
Love gave him words, and love adorn'd his tongue. 
Wise mongst the wisest! fairest of the fair ! 
What mortal beauty shall with thine compare? 
Who claim'st the honours of a race divine, 


And draw $t from heaven thy consecrated line! 
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Beyond all fathers is thy father bless'd, 

Who sees thy beauties thus by all confess' i; 
Beyond all mothers shall thy mother shine, 

Who sees such virtues in her child combine. 

Oh deign to view me with benignant eyes! 

* Shall Venus' priestess Venus' power despise? 

* On me bestow the blessing of thy charms, 

* And learn her precepts in thy lover's arms; 

For tis not fit a virgin's lips should raise, 

© Before her shrine, the hallow'd hymn of ms: 
Ne er to a maid will She auspicious prove. — 

* Her altars blaze with hymeneal love; 

* Then if thy breast with duteous fervour glows, 

* Scorn not the rites her high commands impose. 
But view me now a suppliant at thy feet !— 

Ah, with some name more dear that suppliant greet! 
As Hermes once to Lydia's empress sold, 

In happy vassallage, Alcides bold. 

; (Though ne er on me such grace the God bestow'd, 
To lead my steps to Hero's bless'd abode.) 
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* 90 may I boast, and boast with greater pride 

* That Venus' self has been thy lover's guide. 

* Sure you have heard how Atalanta fled, 
Too careful maid, Milanion's nuptial bed; 
But Cytherea soon, in anger, raised 

An equal flame, that in her bosom blazed. 

His form, despised before, then fill'd her breast, 
And every thought, and all her heart possess'd. 
My fair, be warn'd! my tender wishes crown, 

Nor draw the vengeance of thy Goddess down. 
Thus as he spake with soft persuasive art, 

His pleading fix d the virgin's wavering heart: 
Trembling, and mute, upon the ground she threw 
Her bashful eyes, that shunn'd his eager view; 
And much she strove the burning blush to hide, 
That mantled o'er her cheek with maiden pride. 
While on the floor her restless foot that play d, 
Her secret heart irresolute betray'd. 

Oft o'er her neck she drew her sheltering vest, 


To hide the rising beauties of her breast. 
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These tokens spake consent! for oft che fair, 
Consent, by silent tokens, most declare; 
And Hero felt the pleasing pain of love, 
With warmth divine, through all her bosom move, 
As o'er his form she cast her ravish'd sight, 
And view'd his beauty with amazed delight. 
Now, to the earth while bent with timid grace, 
Her bashful looks conceal'd her blushing face, 
His eyes, that sparkled with delight and love, 
O'er her fair bosom never ceased to rove. 
At length her soſten d voice essay d to speak, 
The tear slow stealing down her burning cheek. 
Stranger! indeed, so fair thy words appear, 
The rocks themselves would not refuse to hear. 
Who taught thy language with seductive art, 
To win its passage to a virgin's heart? 

Who taught thy steps my native shore to gain? — 
ut all thy eloquent deceit is vain. 


For how canst thou, a wanderer, hope to join 


Thy hands, unknown, in marriage bonds with mine? 
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How can we e'er our mutual vows fulfil? 

* My parents choice must fix their daughter's will. 
Or if, O stranger, here thou wouldst abide, 
Thy furtive joys thou ne'er must hope to hide: 

* For much the tongue of man in slander deals, 
And oft the act that silence deep conceals, 
Some idle talker sportively reveals. 

* Now tell, and tell me true, thy land, thy name, 
Concealing nought, for lo! I tell the 5ame : 
Hero I'm call 'd ; those towers that pierce the skies, 
* Well known afar, to deck my mansion rise. 
The harsh restriction of my parents' voice, 
Within the temple's walls confines my choice; 
Whose lofty turrets rear'd in gloomy state 

* Crown the deep shores without the city's gate. 
And while in solitude my days J Wear, 

One only servant plies for me her care. 

No cheerful dances of the associate youth 


The sad seclusion of my dwelling soothe; 
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* But night and day the lonely sound I hear 
Of breaking surges murmur on my ear. 
Beneath her robe she hid her blushing head, 
Trembled with shame, and wish'd her words unsaid. 
But the fond youth by Love and beauty snared, 
Now artful plans and wily schemes prepared. 
For oft, though Love inflicts a painful smart, 
His power can heal as well as wound the heart; 
And in those bosoms where he most commands, 
The tyrant breaks himself the slavish bands. 
Thus too he deign'd to soothe Leander's woe, 
And taught his speech with artful grace to glow. 
Maid! for thy love the watery pass I'd brave, 
Nor heed the danger of the boisterous wave. 

* Across the main though angry lightnings fly, 
And stormy billows mingle with the sky; 

* Be thou my prize, Ill view without dismay 
The billows threaten, and the lightnings play. 
0 Each night these arms the waters shall divide, 
And waft thy vent'rous husband to thy side. 
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Nor far from hence I dwell, where, cross the strait, 

Abydos' walls preserve their ancient state. 

Hang from thy tower but one directing light, 

* To guide my efforts in the gloom of night, 

That, fraught with love, my track 1 may explore, 

And thou, my star, shalt lead me to the shore. 

I need not then attend, with eager gaze, 

Jo view Bodtes' setting honours blaze, 

Nor great Orion's glories, nor the Wain, 

© That never veils its light beneath the main; 

When love, resistless love, my steps shall guide 

Across the perils of the foaming tide. 

And heed, my fair, lest rude the winds should blow, 

And blast the only light my eyes can know; 8 

For in the torch thy faithful hand uprears, 

The bright protector of my life appears. 

Leander I am named by fate design'd 

Thee, loveliest maid, in Hymen's laws to bind. 
With plighted faith they now prepare to prove 


The hidden pleasures of clandestine love. 
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To observe the unerring guidance of the light, 
That call'd to joy and deck'd the welcome night. 
Her care, its ray directing to supply, 
And his, the horrors of the deep to try. 

Thus as they pass'd, not heeding its decay, 

In tenderest converse all the night away, 

The hated morn arrived; a forced farewell 
Trembling from either tongue reluctant fell. 
The maid now hastes her turret to regain, 

The youth to bend his course across the main, 


Observing well where hung the light, to guide 


His vent'rous wanderings through the stormy tide: 


And with desire as oft their breasts would burn, 
Repeated prayers invoked the night's return. — 
The long wish'd night at length, in sable vest, 
Soothed, save Leander's, every care to rest. 
With eager eyes he hasted to explore 

The beaming herald on the adverse shore: 
Watching, with care, its distant wavering ray, 


That call'd to rites of hidden love away; 


31 


TA KAS HPO KAI AEANAPON. 


Nc 8 be c LuxoGeſyta voxrog owiyhnv 
Hyd Lyyvoy 8awey avarTouevoi 6 Lyvov, 
Ovuov Eros See ENELVOUEVORD Acdvicoy 
Avyvo #awpero ouvexaicro* gd Of S 
Mawousvor pobiov nohuν, ou 2x0vov, 
Eroeue uv Toxrewrov, Excite 0 $900 deigac, 
Toto e TRTYOREOY BAEvE WOO. 
Ae £4oc, Mal TOVTOG de- Uu¹νο d $2\.4omnc 
Eoliv dò g, To 0 'Egolos tut Beyer Ev 28 
Aateo ave, 2gadin, 44 Geiòͤib. vixuror Var, 
Aengo wo eic gif. ri on pobiov eie; 
Ayrcboceic or Rvzo ax00r9%0; er ald, 
Aal xoarier movrow, val Teri dò vnd. 
Ne eixd u, ueltov E“ ανẽ i nen 
Augorions malld,jHʒ, io 6 bye va 
Hibroc & Ero, diuns d #inbe Ja don, 


THE LOVES OF HERO AND LEAN DER. 


For when the shades obscured the darkening sky. 
The welcome signal Hero rear'd on high, 


With grateful radiance to his view that came, 
And in his bosom raised a kindred flame. 

On the rude beach, that echo'd to the sound 
Of billows breaking on the rocks around, 
Fearful at first he stood —but soon more bold, 
His anxious mind with hopes he thus consoled. 
Love urges on! his impulse I obey, 
Though danger waits me on the watery way! 
„But, save its depths, the sea no peril knows, 


While in my breast a flame ungovern'd grows: 


Assume thy fires, my soul! though tempests rise, 


Haste to thy love! the threatening storm Et 4 


Thou knowst that Venus from the sea arose, 
And this dear labour, her commands 1mpose.' 
Thus as he spake, with eager hand he tore 
From off his graceful limbs the robe he wore ; 
Around his head the vestment safely bound, 
And dared the menace of the gulf profound. 
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Still as he swam he kept the light in view, 

The pilot, passenger, and vessel too. 

The watchful maid, who heard, with anxious mind, 
The shrill contention of the howling wind, 

| Around the trembling light her mantle cast, 

Till through the depths the faithful youth had pass'd. 
Safe on the shore, then flew with joy to meet, 
And guide her husband to the bless'd retreat. | 
Instant around his neck her arms she flung, 

And on his panting breast in silence hung : 

As down the salt drops trickled from his head, 
Within the temple's walls his steps she led, 

The roseate oil and perfume's costly dew, 
Refreshing fragrance! o'er his limbs she threw ; 
Then, as at ease he lay, the tender maid 

Press'd to his beating heart, and sweetly said, 

Oh, vent rous youth! the dangers thou hast known, 
No youth but thee hath ever undergone. 
Oh, vent'rous youth! the briny sea hath shed 


0 Enough its stormy vengeance on thy head; 
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* Come now, reclining on my faithful breast, 

| © Letall the memory of thy labours rest. 

Thus fell her grateful words; nor he delay'd 
To seize with eagerness the yielding maid ; 

And lost in mutual fondness, they became 

The willing subjects of the smiling Dame. 

No pomp accustom'd deck'd their marriage night; 
No hymn high chanted graced their nuptial rite; 
No bard invoked protecting Juno's care; 

No hallow d torches shed their sacred glare; 

No bounding dancer cheer d the enlivened throng ; 
No parent pour d the hymeneal song: | 
But in that peaceful hour their couch was spread, 
When Love exerts his empire unallay'd; 

Silence alone the nuptial curtains tied, 

And shades alone adorn'd the blushing bride. 

Far from the solemn peal, and choral voice, 

None but the Night was witness to their joys; 
Nor SAW the Morning, when her beams she shed, 


The husband slumbering in the sculptured bed. 
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Again he dared the dangers of the main, 
Guarded by Love; and sought his native plain. 
While she deceived her parents' careful sight, 

By day a virgin, and a wife by night —— _ 

And oft for night with mutual zeal they pray'd, 
And chid the slowness of the approaching shade. 
But ah! not long their furtive bliss endured, 

With toil and enterprize severe procured; 

For soon the louring tempest hurtled round, 

The sky shrill echo'd with the whirlwind's sound; 
The fierce blast capp'd with foam the billow's head, 
And shook the ocean to its inmost bed; 

O'er all the sea, with unresisted force, 

The stormy horrour bent its furious course. 

The fearful sailor, who the tempest saw, 

Strove to the shore his chacter's bark to draw, 
Where safe from harm the vessel might abide, 

Free from the dangers of the treacherous tide. 
Thee, braver youth! no menaces alarm'd, 


No fear appall d the heart that Love had arm'd: 
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As on the tower, across the gulf, uprear” d 
The blazing messenger of joy appear'd, 
Thy dauntless courage panted but to prove 
The raging sea no obstacle to love! 

Ah, had but Hero then forborne to urge 
Her hapless husband o'er the boisterous surge! 
Forborne to kindle the inviting light, 
To gain the raptures of one short- lived night! 
But eager passion in her bosom rose 


Spurning restraint, and Fate decreed her woes. 


The torch, scarce shelter'd from the rude wind's breath, 


No more the torch of Love, now gleam'd with Death. 
As night approach'd, from every side the blast 

With piercing rage in hoarse contention pass'd; 

In one collected whirlwind then it roar'd, 

And or the deep its drifting fury pour'd. 

Yet hope illumed Leander's anx1ous breast, 

And recollection soothed his fears to rest, 

While through the dangers of the flood he strove 


To gain the distant mansion of his love. 
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Wave over wave in quick succession flies: 


The mighty billows mingle with the skies: 
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Shrill blows the bleak blast through the affrighted air, 


And fills the heavens with elemental war: 

In hissing torrents pours the pelting rain, 

The forky lightnings shoot across the main: 

While sullen, hoarse, the blacken'd clouds among, 
In hollow broken peals the thunder rolls along. 
In such a storm, which Love alone could bear, 
Leander still pronounced the trembling prayer: 

To Venus oft, the daughter of the sea, 

His vows he paid in eager agony: 

Boreas he call'd, in that tremendous hour, 


Himself no stranger to Love's mighty power. 


In vain! no hand with mercy fraught would move, 


For Fate was stronger than the prayers of Love! 
Toss'd on the surface of each rising wave, 

He heard, appall'd, the howling tempest rave : 
His languid knees, his feet, their aid denied: 


His useless hand scarce clave the whelming tide ; 
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And, as he swam, the bitter briny draught, 
The panting youth involuntary quaff'd. 
Now speeds the fatal blast! the trembling fire 


Yields to the storm, and all its rays expire. 


Thee, hapless youth ! while struggling with the wave, 


That trembling fire alone had power to save. 
Wrapp'd in the darkness of the dreary night, 
Thy life and passion perish'd with the light. 
While Hero cast her sleepless gaze around, 

A thousand fears combined her breast to wound. 
Her eye she threw o'er all the gloomy way, | 
Trembling with doubt, and mourn'd his sad delay. 


When, though the morn diffused its cheering power, 


She saw no lover from the wonted tower; 

Again her view oer every rock she bent, 

O'er every wave along the vast extent, 
Lest, when the faithless light had beam'd no more, 
His devious course had wander'd from the shore. 
But when she saw, by each rude billow toss'd, 


Her lifeless husband floating to the coast, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Wild with despair, from off her snowy breast, 

With frantick hands she rent her varied vest. 

And from the tower, the cause of all her woe, 

Plunged headlong downward to the deep below. 
Thus in sweet intercourse their lives they pass'd, 


And thus in dear sad union breathed their last. 


53 


— — — 


— — > ents, EB ⁵²˙——————T—TbT—T—T———— 2 
- — — — 5 


— — — TI TC: 


— 


r — 
P ——— — 


— ae td Z 
— — 


